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What is this all about? 
 
Welcome to the Warmington Neighbourhood Plan Community Consultation. This is where 
you get to have your say about how you think Warmington should develop over the next 
decade and beyond. Do you want the village to expand? Do you want more affordable 
houses? Better footpaths and cycleways? Less traffic? More protection for green spaces and 
our heritage ? Or perhaps you’ve got some really good ideas about our community facilities? 
This is YOUR chance to say what YOU think about these and many other aspects of life in 
Warmington because as a community we are writing a Neighbourhood Plan which can give 
real weight to our views about our local environment. 
 
A Neighbourhood Plan is a planning document that can influence many aspects of future 
development. It can’t overrule all other plans but it can tell planners what is important to us 
and provide legally binding rules about development. The Plan is being written by the 
Warmington Neighbourhood Plan Project Group (WNPPG) on behalf of the Parish Council. 
This group only exists to gather evidence from YOU and then turn this into a planning 
document which MUST then be approved by YOU at a referendum – it must represent 
YOUR views and NOT just those of the Parish Council or the WNPPG. 
 
We had an event in October 2017 which attracted 160 people and from that we got a variety 
of views and comments. These form the basis of this consultation but do feel free to comment 
on anything not included here. 
 
Isn’t planning complicated with lots of rules? 
Yes it is, which is why we are trying to provide some digestible background material to give 
you some help in answering some of the questions. This material is on our website 
warmington2031.org and will also be available in printed form at public workshops which 
will be held during the consultation period. This guidance will explain the planning process 
and what choices we can make. The consultation presents a number of options from which 
you can choose based on the issues already raised - but you can also comment in more depth 
on anything at any time directly to us at comment@warmington2031.org 
 
How do I complete this survey? 
You don’t have to do anything, but it would really help us if you can complete part or all of 
this survey. It has six sections: about housing, the built environment, the natural environment, 
traffic and transport, community facilities and economic development. There will be printed 
copies of the background material available at meetings and the workshops we are running. 
Or go to our website warmington2031.org and read the short background pages on each of 
the six topics.  
 
To fill in the survey, and add any comments you have, you can simply go through the 
following pages with a pen and tick the boxes.  
 
Then put it into one of the collection boxes in the TELEPHONE BOX, the CHURCH 
ENTRANCE, or the SHOP 
 
Or, if you are happy to do the survey online, it can be accessed from:  
https://warmington2031.org/consultation-survey 
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Online submission will certainly help us as the data is automatically collated ! You will be 
asked for your email address. This is not because we want to send you junk mail, but just to 
make sure we don’t get multiple surveys from random people. We may use your email to 
inform you of other events related to the Warmington Neighbourhood Plan but only if you 
tick the box ‘Yes- I'm happy for the WNPPG to contact me by email about WNP matters’. 
 
But there’s more than one person in this household? 
Via the online survey several people in the same household can make their views known by 
submitting their own form. And for those who prefer to fill in the survey manually, a 
printable copy is on the website for downloading or there might be some extra hard copies 
available - please email us at warmington2031@gmail.com if you need one of these or a 
large print copy and we will try to get one delivered. 
 
 
What happens next? 
We get all the answers and take all personal data out, then we try to turn your views into 
Policies which have a legal status, or Aspirations which express the community’s view in 
areas where we cannot dictate what happens – for example we can say we want more houses 
but we can only ask to have a new roundabout on the A605 (see below, in the Traffic and 
Transport section). When we’ve done this we send it out to you all again for comments, then 
it goes for an inspection...and then there is a REFERENDUM where you can approve or 
reject it. 
 
A planning policy note…. 
We know that Planning Policy is a bit of a minefield and whilst we are asking you to provide 
us with your opinions with the aim of turning them into policies there are some areas where 
we are not allowed to tread. Please don’t let that stop you from commenting on anything. As 
noted, if we can’t make a Policy then we will identify an Aspiration which can be used to 
inform everyone what we want. If we can’t do anything about an issue that clearly concerns 
the community then we will make clear why this is. We will ensure that we find a way to 
promote strong community opinions in whatever way we can. 
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The Parish 

First - please let us know if you live or work in Warmington  
Check one only  
❏ I live and work in Warmington 
❏ I live in Warmington but work elsewhere  
❏ I live in Warmington 
❏ I work in Warmington 
❏ Other…………………………... 

 

Next - if you have an email address and you are happy for us to use this to 
contact you about WNP matters ONLY can you please write this below: 

_________________________________________________________ 

Or - if you don’t have an email or don’t want us to use it then please write your 
street name below: 

_________________________________________________________ 

We only ask for this information to limit multiple entries - all personal information will 
be removed from the data after it’s been collected. 
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Housing  
This section deals with HOUSING - that is the number and type of houses that could 
be built over the period. It does NOT deal with design guidance - this is covered in 
the Built Environment section 

Warmington is not required to accept any housing developments beyond the 
small-scale projects that occur from time to time within the village boundary. 
However, our Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) could encourage other sites to be put 
forward for development that allow the village to expand if the community wishes to 
do this.  

H1  Should the WNP promote village expansion by encouraging more housing 
development sites?  

Mark only one.  

❏ Yes it should support all development whatever the size 
❏ Yes but only for small-scale developments 
❏ Yes but only for affordable and social housing (known as Rural Exception 

Sites)  
❏ No the WNP should not support village expansion  

 

H2  What maximum size of site should the WNP support ?  

Mark only one.  

❏ no more than 15 houses on any one site  
❏ no more than 25 houses on any one site  
❏ no more than 50 houses on any one site  
❏ no limit on site size  
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H3  The WNP could include a set of criteria by which to judge future 
development sites - do you think these would be helpful?  

 

 

❏ Yes  

❏ No  

Any comments on rules/criteria? 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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H4  New development normally has to be within the 'settlement boundary' 
(shown in red below). This boundary could be removed and replaced by a set 
of rules  - what would you prefer? 

Mark only one  

❏ The WNP should keep the existing boundary with no development beyond it  
❏ The WNP should remove the boundary and replace it with a set of rules for all 

development  
❏ The WNP should keep the existing boundary but use a set of rules for 

anything beyond it.  
 
H5  There have been five sites (edged blue above) put forward to East 
Northants Council for development outside the settlement boundary. Should 
any of these be included in the WNP as acceptable?  

Check all that apply.  

❏ Site 1 is OK 
❏ Site 2 is OK 
❏ Site 3 is OK 
❏ Site 4 is OK 
❏ Site 5 is OK 
❏ None of these sites is acceptable  
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H6 - The Neighbourhood Planning process allows communities to seek further 
sites for development - should Warmington do this? 

❏ Yes  
❏ No  

H7  Developers cannot be made to build affordable/social housing on sites of 
fewer than 10 houses, but exceptionally a site outside the settlement boundary 
can be used for this purpose; these are called Rural Exception Sites. Should 
the WNP encourage this by including a policy within the WNP? 

 
Mark only one 

❏ Yes  without restriction 
❏ Yes but only if they comply with a set policy within the WNP  
❏ No  

H8  On-street parking has been raised as an issue within the village. Should 
the WNP set policies for new developments setting out what parking spaces 
should be provided ?  

❏ Yes  
❏ No  

 

H9  What if.......if Warmington was required to accept a large housing 
development of 50 - 100 houses due to a change in national or other policy 
where would you put them (use map or describe)? 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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The Built Environment 
The BUILT ENVIRONMENT is our man-made surrounds: houses, public and 
commercial buildings, walls and street furniture including signage.  
 
Warmington already has a comprehensive Village Design Statement (VDS) that 
describes the characteristics of the village and its buildings. It includes a set of 
'Guidelines for Developers' covering matters such as building materials and 
architectural detailing, as well as features in the public realm such as signage. 
However, until now (because it has no legal standing) the VDS has not had to be 
considered in the planning process and so is often ignored. A revised VDS 
incorporated in the WNP would form part of the legal planning policy framework and 
so MUST have to be considered in any planning proposal. 
The VDS is available at http://warmington2031.org/village-design-statement  
 
BE1  Should the WNP include a local Design Policy based on an updated 
Village Design Statement ‘Guidelines for Development’?  
❏ Yes  
❏ No - we should let ENC make decisions about the design of developments 

  
BE2  Should the WNP include a policy to govern the use of back garden or 
small plot developments?  
Making use of larger gardens to provide extra housing can sometimes work well if 
there is good access, the scale is appropriate and the design is good. However, infill 
does change the local character of the place by increasing housing density. Should 
the WNP could make have a policy that sets out more specific requirements with any 
such proposals ? 
❏ Yes  
❏ No 

 
BE3  The WNP could encourage innovative and eco-friendly design. Would this 
be something that you would favour ?  
❏ Yes  
❏ No  

Any other comments ……………..………...  
 

BE4  The Village Design Statement already contains much of the material we 
need to write a Built Environment section and policies in the WNP, but do you 
have any other thoughts about what should be included?  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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The Natural Environment  
This section deals with the NATURAL ENVIRONMENT - that is the character, 
conservation and use of the natural environment and landscape within the area. 

Warmington parish is mainly a working agricultural landscape. The character of the 
village is formed in part by the countryside around it and the green and open spaces. 

NE1  Should WNP designate important local open spaces for protection from 
development?  

East Northants Council has already identified important open spaces within or close 
to the village in previous plans where development would not normally be permitted - 
these are marked on the 'Settlement Map' in the previous section. Should these be 
brought forward into the WNP to ensure their continued protection? 

❏ Yes 
❏ No, we should let ENC make decisions about open spaces in Warmington 

 
NE2  Are there any other green spaces which you think are important and 
should be given some form of protection - if so why?  

Some 'green' spaces can be given statutory protection but evidence is needed to 
show these are valued by the community for a particular reason -  an example might 
be the Fun Field or Pocket Parks 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

NE3  Wide verges are a characteristic feature alongside many of Warmington’s 
village and parish roads - should these be recognised within the WNP as 
meriting protection?  

❏ Yes  
❏ No 
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NE4 There are a number of local views that are cherished; some are shown on 
village maps and posters and on the mural under the A605. Should these be 
protected from development within the WNP and are there any particular views 
that you would protect? 

Check all that apply.  

❏ From the mill across the water meadows to Fotheringhay church 
❏ From the road above the village by Rectory Farm down across the village  
❏ From the top of Broadgate Hill down across the village 

 
Please list any others 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

NE5 - Should the WNP set out a policy that requires developers to mitigate any 
damage to valued open areas and views by requiring developer contributions 
(money - known as 'planning contributions’ or S106 or Community 
Infrastructure Levy) towards projects that would improve the quality of life for 
the community?

 

❏ Yes  
❏ No 

 
NE6 - What other mitigation measures (if any) would you consider 
appropriate? 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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NE7  Should the Parish Council establish a sustainable local program for the 
maintenance of the green spaces, wide verges, stone walls and paths within 
the village and into the surrounding countryside? 

 

❏ Yes 

❏ No  leave this to individuals, ENC and NCC  
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Community Facilities 
This section deals with COMMUNITY FACILITIES - all the facilities, public, private and 
charitable, which are of benefit to the community. Some of these are under the control of the 
Parish Council, others are run privately or as charities. The WNP can make general policies 
about all of these, and specific policies about those under control of the PC.  
 
Questions in this section are relevant to these facilities: 
Village Hall and car park - charity  
Warmington Primary School - Academy/County Council 
Church - Diocese 
Cemetery - PC 
Fun Field, Play Parks and Pocket Parks - PC 
Red Lion Pub - private 
Shop/Post Office - private 
Almshouses - charity 
Allotments - PC 
Boat Club - private 

 
CF1  How often have you used the Fun Field, Play Parks and the two Pocket 
Parks over the last year?  
The Fun Field, Play Parks and Pocket Parks are the responsibility of the Parish 
Council and so the WNP can make policies about these. 
Mark only one per column.  
 

How often? Fun Field Pocket Parks Play Parks 

Daily most weeks    

Maybe once a week    

A couple of times a month    

A couple of times a year    

Never    
 

CF2  What could be done to the Fun Field, Play Park and Pocket Park facilities 
that would encourage you to use them more? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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CF3  What extra facilities would you like to see at the Fun Field, Play Parks and 
Pocket Parks?  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

CF4  Should the WNP be asking ENC to allocate money towards such facilities 
from future developer contributions? 
The Fun Field has recently had a significant amount of developer contribution money 
spent on providing new changing rooms, development on the social club site should 
generate some S106 money for Open Space - ENC could be asked to put future 
developer contributions towards community facilities instead of towards 
infrastructure.  
❏ Yes  
❏ No  

 
CF5  The Village Hall provides a common facility for all the community. Should 
the WNP promote improvements to it so that it can provide more facilities?  
The existing Village Hall was built when the village was smaller, and arguably might 
benefit from being extended or even replaced perhaps in a different location. Whilst 
the Village Hall is a charity separate from the PC it is a primary Community Facility 
that could benefit from future developer contributions.

 
❏ Yes  
❏ No 

Any other comments about developer contributions towards Community Facilities?  
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
____  

 
 CF6  Should the WNP try to ensure that valued community assets are given 
some protection from being closed and sold for a different use?  
There is legislation that allows communities to protect  'Assets of Community Value' 
(land and buildings) from being sold but only if the community can show that the 
asset is valued.  This legislation has been used to protect community shops, pubs 
and recreation spaces. 

 
❏ Yes  
❏ No 
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CF7  Which assets would you want protected and why?  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Traffic and Transport 
This section deals with TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT - which covers all the means by 
which the community gets about and the effects of traffic on the community. 
However, the Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) cannot deal with HIGHWAY matters 
(notably the A605) which are the responsibility of Northants County Council. What 
the WNP can include are policies and aspirations which address the consequences 
of road traffic and also encourage sustainable modes of transport.  

 
TT1  Should WNP include policies to improve safe pedestrian and cycle 
access, including the provision of links to other footpaths and Public Rights of 
Way? 

 
❏ Yes  
❏ No 

 
TT2 - Should the WNP encourage and promote sustainable transport modes 
such as walking and cycling by including enhancement of existing routes and 
encouraging investment in new routes?  

 
❏ Yes  
❏ No 

 
TT3  Should the Parish Council work with relevant authorities, including Elton 
Parish Council, to seek planning obligations (money) in support of 
improvements to the A605 for all developments and works that increase traffic 
flows?  
There have been many comments about problems with the A605, particularly the 
Elton junction. While, as noted,  the WNP cannot make policy on Highways matters 
the community could make use of this consultation to express an opinion that the PC 
should work with other agencies to ensure that developments that increase traffic 
flows onto the A605 generate financial contributions towards towards road 
improvements that benefit the local community. 

 
❏ Yes  
❏ No  
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TT4  Should the Parish Council promote the designation of Taylors Green as a 
Quiet Lane? 

 
The 'Quiet Lane' is a special highways designation that has benefits in preserving 
the quiet nature of small local roads. Discrete traffic calming measures can be used 
to keep speeds down. It can only be designated by the Highways Authority based on 
community evidence.  

 
❏ Yes  
❏ No 

 
TT5  Should the Parish Council seek to work with the relevant bodies to 
promote changes to the bus service, and if so what? 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

TT6  Should the Parish Council aspire to discourage parking on pavements? 
 

❏ Yes  
❏ No 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 
  

16 



 
Warmington Neighbourhood Plan Community Consultation 24th March - 1st May 
 

Economic Development 
 

This section deals with ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - that is the business and 
working environment together with employment opportunities. 
 
Warmington has a number of businesses serving both the local and wider 
communities and providing employment. Agriculture remains the main land use but 
is no longer a major employer, and many farm buildings have been converted to 
offices and commercial premises.  
 
Several commercial buildings and sites to the west of the A605 (adjoining the 
roundabout) lack tenants and could present an opportunity for businesses. And 
currently Warmington Mill too stands empty. 
 
And increasingly people are working from home. These depend on local 
infrastructure such as broadband and transport links to support their work. 

 
ED1  Should the WNP seek to support the use of the vacant sites and 
commercial properties on the Garage/Mill side of the A605 for new businesses 
if they enhance the area and provide benefit to the community?  

 
❏ Yes 
❏ No 

 
ED2  Should the WNP encourage further businesses and services in the 
parish, and if so what ?  
 
❏ Yes 
❏ No 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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ED3  Should the WNP promote a ‘Destination Warmington’ based on the parish 
heritage, the Nene Way, local wildlife, rambling etc., to encourage visitors that 
will benefit and potentially diversify the range of local businesses? 
For example, the Nene Way runs through the village and is used by local walking 
groups who then make use of the pub. Could this theme be expanded perhaps by 
promoting better access through the village and the Mill area? 
 
❏ Yes 
❏ No 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS SURVEY 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESPONSE By 1st MAY 

 
In 
 

The Telephone Box 
or 

The Shop 
or 

The Church Entrance 
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